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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a substantial 
decrease in a receiving light quantity which is a point at 
the time of separating an outgoing beam and a return 
beam from each other by using polarization, by arranging 

a variable wavelength plate between a light beam :iP4 
focusing means for focusing a light bean made to exit ,^ los -J. loe 

from a radiating light source and a light beam branching 
means which lies between the radiating light source and 
the light bean branching means and branches the light 
beam. 

SOLUTION: A light beam 102 emitted from a radiating 
light source 101 passes through a light beam branching 
means 103, a variable wavelength plate 104, and a light 
beam focusing means 105, and is made incident on a 
recording information carrier body 106. The light beam 
reflected by the recording information carrier 106 passes 
again through the light beam focusing means 105 and the 
variable wavelength plate 104, and is reflected by the 
branching means 103 and made incident to a photo- 
detector 108 via a hologram 107. Here, the polarization state is disturbed if the recording 
information carrier causes double refraction, and this results in decrease in a quantity of light 
for the photo-detector 108 and deteriorates a reproduced signal or disable the photo-detector 
to detect the signal. Therefore, the variable wavelength plate 104 is used for correct the 
disturbance of polarization. 
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